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Florida Atlantic University Poll Finds Hispanic Consumers More 
Optimistic About Their Current and Future Conditions 

 

BOCA RATON, Fla. (December 10, 2014) – Hispanic consumer confidence has rebounded as 

the nation comes into the holiday season, rising to 81.3, up from 73.4 in October, and its highest level 

since August when the Florida Atlantic University Business and Economic Polling Initiative (FAU BEPI) 

started calculating the index. The gain was due to improved personal finances and a more favorable 

outlook for businesses and the country as a whole.   

The Current Conditions Index was 80.8 in November, up from 74.6 in October. The entire gain 

was due to more favorable buying plans for big ticket items such as furniture, refrigerators, ovens or 

televisions by Hispanic consumers. The gains in buying plans were due to large gains among younger and 

higher income Hispanics.  

“This is good news for manufacturers, retailers and the economy as a whole as the nation enters 

the holiday shopping season,” said Monica Escaleras, director of FAU BEPI. 

The Expectations Index also rose to 81.6 in November from 72.9 one month ago. When asked 

about perceptions of personal finances a year from now, 61.6 percent of Hispanics surveyed expect better 

personal financial situation in 2015, up from 57 percent in October.  

Republican Hispanics are feeling good after the election with 58 percent saying they are better off 

financially then a year ago, compared to 47 percent of Democrats. Both groups have similar positive 

expectations for the future.  

Regional locations appear to affect consumer sentiment with Hispanics in the Midwest (74 

percent) and West (75 percent) reporting they are better off than a year ago compared with Hispanics in 

the South (55 percent) and the Northeast (33 percent). The Northeast also has the lowest consumer 

expectation for the future with a score of 59.7 compared with the other three regions (Midwest 91.5, 

South 79.5 and West 87.6).  

“A possible explanation for the pessimism in the Northeast is that cost of living is higher in this 

region relative to the other regions in the country, and the lower educated Hispanics could be feeling the 

effect of the higher cost,” Escaleras said.  

 For more information about this survey and the initiative, visit www.business.fau.edu/bepi, or 

contact Monica Escaleras at 561-297-1312 or BEPI@fau.edu. 
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About Florida Atlantic University:  
Florida Atlantic University, established in 1961, officially opened its doors in 1964 as the fifth public university in 
Florida. Today, the University, with an annual economic impact of $6.3 billion, serves more than 30,000 
undergraduate and graduate students at sites throughout its six-county service region in southeast Florida. FAU’s 



world-class teaching and research faculty serves students through 10 colleges: the Dorothy F. Schmidt College of 
Arts and Letters, the College of Business, the College for Design and Social Inquiry, the College of Education, the 
College of Engineering and Computer Science, the Graduate College, the Harriet L. Wilkes Honors College, the 
Charles E. Schmidt College of Medicine, the Christine E. Lynn College of Nursing and the Charles E. Schmidt 
College of Science. FAU is ranked as a High Research Activity institution by the Carnegie Foundation for the 
Advancement of Teaching. The University is placing special focus on the rapid development of three signature 
themes – marine and coastal issues, biotechnology and contemporary societal challenges – which provide 
opportunities for faculty and students to build upon FAU’s existing strengths in research and scholarship. For more 
information, visit www.fau.edu. 
 

 


