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Latest FAU Poll Shows Rubio Jumping to Second Place  
in Florida; Clinton Facing Tough Matchups against GOP  

 

BOCA RATON, Fla. (September 23, 2015) – Marco Rubio jumped into second 

place in Florida, a pivotal swing state where Hillary Clinton trails in most general 

election matchups with Republican presidential contenders, according to the latest survey 

conducted by the Florida Atlantic University Business and Economics Polling Initiative 

(FAU BEPI) in the College of Business.  

The survey was conducted in Florida from Sept. 17-20, the days immediately after 

the latest Republican debate.  

If the 2016 Republican primary for president were held today, Donald Trump 

would win Florida with 31.5 percent of the vote, with Rubio finishing second with 19.2 

percent of the vote and Jeb Bush taking third with 11.3 percent.  

In a Democratic primary, Clinton would win an overwhelming majority with 59.5 

percent of the votes, well ahead of Joe Biden (15.9 percent) and Bernie Sanders (15.2 

percent).  

That’s where the good news ends for Clinton, however, as she came up short in 

many of the matchups with possible GOP nominees in the general election. Ben Carson 

fared best against Clinton, winning 51.7 percent to 39.5 percent. Rubio also looks to be a 

formidable opponent for Clinton, outpolling her 50.4 percent to 42.2 percent. Bush 

topped Clinton by several points, 49.1 percent to 40.9 percent. Meanwhile, Trump is in a 

statistical dead heat with Clinton, leading 45.9 percent to 44.5 percent, which is well 

within the margin of error.  

“The survey shows a substantial negative view of Hillary Clinton, leaving room 

for other candidates to compete with her in both the general and primary elections,” said 

Kevin Wagner, Ph.D., associate professor of political science at FAU and a research 

fellow of the Initiative. “The biggest winner from the debate among Florida voters may 

be Marco Rubio, who has jumped over both Jeb Bush and Ben Carson into second 

place.” 



The polling sample for the Democratic and the Republican primary consisted of 

298 and 352 likely Florida voters, respectively, with a margin of error of +/-5.6 percent 

and +/-5.2 percent at a 95 percent confidence level. The General Election Sample 

consisted of 801 registered voters with a margin of error of +/-3.4 percent and a 95 

percent confidence level. 

For more information, visit www.business.fau.edu/bepi or contact Monica 

Escaleras, Ph.D., at 561-297-1312 or BEPI@fau.edu.   
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About FAU BEPI:  
The Florida Atlantic University Business and Economic Polling Initiative Conducts surveys on business, 
economic, political and social issues with a focus on Hispanic attitudes and opinions at regional, state and 
national levels via planned monthly national surveys. The initiative subscribes to the American Association 
of Public Opinion Research and is a resource for public and private organizations, academic research and 
media outlets. In addition, the initiative is designed to contribute to the educational mission of the 
University by providing students with valuable opportunities to enhance their educational experience by 
designing and carry out public opinion research.  
 
About Florida Atlantic University  
Florida Atlantic University, established in 1961, officially opened its doors in 1964 as the fifth public 
university in Florida. Today, the University, with an annual economic impact of $6.3 billion, serves more 
than 30,000 undergraduate and graduate students at sites throughout its six-county service region in 
southeast Florida. FAU’s world-class teaching and research faculty serves students through 10 colleges: 
the Dorothy F. Schmidt College of Arts and Letters, the College of Business, the College for Design and 
Social Inquiry, the College of Education, the College of Engineering and Computer Science, the Graduate 
College, the Harriet L. Wilkes Honors College, the Charles E. Schmidt College of Medicine, the Christine 
E. Lynn College of Nursing and the Charles E. Schmidt College of Science. FAU is ranked as a High 
Research Activity institution by the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching. The University 
is placing special focus on the rapid development of critical areas that form the basis of its strategic plan: 
Healthy aging, biotech, coastal and marine issues, neuroscience, regenerative medicine, informatics, 
lifespan and the environment. These areas provide opportunities for faculty and students to build upon 
FAU’s existing strengths in research and scholarship. For more information, visit www.fau.edu. 
 

 


