About 2022 Ad Rates Contact

I\ CAPITOLIST

FAU analysis: climate change becoming a bipartisan W=

issue in I:Iﬂri[la LEGISLATORS SCORE HERE
[ www.FLScorecard.com J
by Jordan Kirkland | Dec 2, 2021 TR

— T T - RATINGS OUT NOW

Annual State Legeulatrve Scorecard 8AFP BFLscarecandd]

Most Read Stories

CDC COVID map causes
media freakout, because
Florida can't be allowed to
look good

CATO: Florida ranked 2nd in
nation in economic and

personal freedom

MNew study suggests 3 Florida
hospitals profiting off federal

drug reimbursement
program

Foreign real estate brings
%12.3 billion to Florida in last
year

Florida Legislature lands on
"Judicial Hellholes' watch list

FIND YOUR STATE
LEGISLATORS SCORE HERE

AR AR PO
¥ - PROSPERITY
e il

RATINGS OUT NOW

Annial Siate Legeuiatrve Soorecard 8AFP BFLscarecandd]

R 35 - -
- 57 3 Hundreds of Millions of

Fladuing Bl piuoe

CHAMPIONS Dollars for Public Schools!
.".‘:* ¥ LSNP _ﬁﬂ THE COMPETITIVE SPORTS BETTING PETITION TODAY!

7
- Paud poliical adverisamant g for by Rarida Edecation Champons M0 BoxB000 bilatassm, AL BT G838
%/ by

Belief in climate change among Florida Republicans has climbed to nearly 9 out of 10 adults, according to a new analysis conducted by researchers
at Florida Atlantic University.

The new analysis — consisting of five sequenced surveys since 2019 — found that despite belief in climate change being found highest among
Florida Demaocrats (96%), compared to their Republican counterparts (88%), the latter group’s share appears more than sufficient for Florida
Republican lawmakers to embrace the science around climate change without it dampening support from their voter base.

FAU also noted in the report that the size of these numbers suggests no significant partisan divide on the question, suggesting that the key issue
may no longer be an effective campaign strategy for candidates heading into the mid-term elections.

“This sequence of results begins to paint a picture of Floridians’ attitudes during a period of particularly dynamic political, economic and
environmental conditions. During the period of these five surveys, public opinion about climate change was likely shaped negatively by the Trump
Administration’s 2017 decision to retract the United States from the United Nations 2015 Paris Climate Accord,” said Colin Polsky. Ph.D., director of
the Center for Environmental Studies and a professor of geosciences in FAU's Charles E. Schmidt College of Science. “Similarly, the importance of
climate change for the public was likely diminished in response to new, immediate daily concerns associated with the coronavirus pandemic and
economic crises it triggered. As such, these Florida opinion survey results about climate change can be viewed as reflecting public sentiment net of
at least two significant external and independent influences on public opinion.”

Additionally, FAU found that party affiliation is linked with differences of opinion about the cause of climate change: nearly half of Florida
Republicans believe climate change is largely a human-caused issue, compared to three-fourths of Florida Democrats. Researchers added that the
distinction may explain why the state’s Republican leaders appear willing to discuss climate change solutions but not willing to reference the
underlying reasons for the changing climate.

FAU says these overarching general beliefs are echoed by respondents’ support for or against specific climate-related policies. Nearly three
quarters (72 percent) of Floridians, including 60 percent of Republicans, support teaching climate change causes, consequences and solutions in K-
12 classrooms, and close to half (47 percent) are willing to pay $10 per month to strengthen Florida's infrastructure to weather hazards. The tax

question does not appear to be linked to age or race, but does vary by income, with higher-income individuals being more supportive of the tax
than lower-income respondents.

It's only at the national-level that climate change opinions among Florida Republicans begin to diverge. FAU reported that approximately one-half of
surveyed Republicans believe in ‘global warming,’ and one-third in a human caused ‘global warming,’ according to recent national surveys.

“Consequently, the national party may continue to oppose openly acknowledging the science behind ‘global warming.’ even while statements and
actions by Florida Republicans likely take a generally different approach to climate change,” FAU added in a press release.

The latest of the five surveys was conducted in English from Sept. 1-18, by the Center for Environmental Studies at FAU. The sample consisted of
1,400 Floridians, age 18 and older, with a margin of error of +/- 2.62 percent. The data was collected using an online panel provided by GreatBlue
Research. Responses for the entire sample were weighted to adjust for age, race, income, education and gender according to the 2019 American
Community Survey from the U.5. Bureau of the Census. FAU's Business & Economics Polling Initiative assisted with data collection for the first four
SUrveys.
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The additional data represented by a dotted line represents a sub-set (Conservative Republican & Liberal/Moderate Republican) of two years (2019-2020) of the data fram the Yale Climate
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