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DANIEL GROPPER, PH. D. 
DEAN

Florida Atlantic University College of 
Business provides first-rate educational 
programs that prepare our students 
to reach their own personal version 
of the American dream. South Florida 
provides a dynamic, free enterprise 
economy where our students – no 
matter their racial, ethnic, or religious 
background – work, study, and play 
together and strive to reach their goals. 
From founding their own companies, 
to becoming partners and C-Suite 
executives at major organizations, 
even becoming a distinguished 
professor at Harvard – our grads have 
done all these and more. Success 
is rarely easy, and there are no 
guarantees, but our students, faculty 
and staff accomplish amazing things. 

I am proud to serve as their Dean.
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POINTS OF PRIDE 2024

GRANTS

 

167 Peer-Reviewed Articles 

188 Conference Presentations 

133 Editorial Roles 

27  Industry Publications

$437.3K 
Health Administration  
research grant from the NIH

$75.5K/89.5K 
Veterans Florida 
Entrepreneurship Program

$75K 
Mortimer J. Adler Fellowship 

$20K 
Florida Council of Economic 
Education

$10K 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Club Management Association 
of America

TOTAL 
BUSINESS 
STUDENTS

9,390 

 GUEST
SPEAKERS
204

FACULTY 
MEMBERS

147

2023-2024 Fulbright U.S. Scholar  - Anil Bilgihan

RAISED FROM 
PHILANTHROPY

$1.8M

INTERSHIPS
338
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Madden Center
for Value Creation

Accreditation
Reaffirmed

Phil Smith Center
for Free Enterprise

Accreditation
Reaffirmed

A DECADE OF PROGRESS
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Madden Center
for Value Creation

Accreditation
Reaffirmed

Phil Smith Center
for Free Enterprise

Accreditation
Reaffirmed

We aspire to be an internationally known and a nationally ranked business school.

The College sustains an environment of entrepreneurial action and intellectual 
achievement through research and teaching, creating access to educational 
programs and opportunities for our constituents emphasizing the diverse 
people, industries, and issues of the south Florida region and beyond.

OUR VISION + MISSION
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BETA ALPHA PSI WINS 1ST PLACE

HISTORIC SUCCESS AT  
AMA INTERNATIONAL 

COLLEGIATE CONFERENCE

TOP 3 IN HEALTHCARE 
CASE COMPETITION

RECORD STUDENT 
INVOLVEMENT IN 
THE INVESTORS 
ASSOCIATION (TIA)

EMBRACING INNOVATIONS IN DATA ANALYTICS

The Eta Tau Chapter of Beta 
Alpha Psi (BAP) clinched its 
first-ever international victory 
in its 30-year history at the 
2024 Beta Alpha Psi Annual 
Conference, held July 25-27 in 
Orlando, Florida. Florida Atlantic 
emerged as the top contender 
among 154 chapters representing 
36 states and three countries.

The winning 
presentation, a data 
analytics series 
featuring hands-on 
Excel and PowerBI 
workshops, was 
designed 
 
 
 
 

to equip students with the tools 
and financial information to thrive 
in the digital economy.

Florida Atlantic’s AMA earned the most awards in its chapter 
history at the annual AMA conference: READY TO LAUNCH, April 
11-13, 2024 in New Orleans. Categories included the annual case 
study competition, T-shirt, Recruitment and Social Impact videos, 
Marketing Week, Annual Report, and other in-person events. 

Our undergraduate and 
graduate teams both 
earned 3rd place in the 
2024 American College of 
Healthcare Executives of 
South Florida (ACHE-SFL)
Case Study Competition 
on Health Care 
Systems Need to Better 
Understand Patients as 
Consumers. 

TIA student membership grew from 
50 to 405 members this year. 

STUDENT SUCCESSSTUDENT SUCCESS

Winners: Xuan Thao, Ishaa Frank, Lauryn Kelly
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EXECUTIVE STUDENTS EXPLORE JAPANESE BUSINESS AND CULTURE 

The academic component of our trip featured visits to the key companies 
and institutions that shape Japan’s business landscape.

 
OUR COLLEGE OF BUSINESS STUDENTS STUDYING ABROAD  

Our students having an incredible time studying abroad with our amazing 
faculty member, Dr. Joe Patton, in Seville, Spain

 
 BUSINESS STUDENTS LOVE STUDYING ABROAD IN PARIS, FRANCE  

The students are taking management courses at the American Business 
School. They are having a blast!

STUDYING ABROADSTUDYING ABROAD

 
A FOOD MARKETING JOURNEY THROUGH IRELAND 

Business students embarked on an unforgettable journey to the enchanting   
of Ireland for a three-week Food Marketing Study Tour.
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Scan the QR code with your 
mobile device to view the 
college’s latest rankings.

2024    Rankings &
Recognitions

Florida Atlantic University 
Executive Education 

Ranked No.2 in the U.S. 
for the second year in a row

20242024
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Florida Atlantic University Business faculty are respected resources and 
provide expert insights to help business communities, consumers and 
policy makers make better informed economic decisions. Our faculty 

experts engage with local, regional and national audiences.

FACULTY IN THE MEDIA

4,355M E D I A  H I T S

11611633 4545
M E D I A  O U T L E T S FAC U LT Y  M E M B E R S
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Great time 
on the green! First Place: Matt Brown, Jeremy Saroza, Kevin Dreispiel, Carlos Lara 

Second Place:  Chad Delk, Justin Gratz, Runsi Patro, Quintin Burkhamer 

Closest to the Pin: Runsi Patro and Adam Hasner 

The Oct. 26 event, held at Broken Sound Club—the 
Inaugural Sponsor and Premier Host—supports 
student success at the College of Business.

First place went for the 18-hole scramble went to 
Matt Brown, Jeremy Saroza, Kevin Dreispiel and 
Carlos Lara from Coastal Waste and Recycling, Inc. 
The second place foursome from J.P. Morgan Private 
Bank included Chad Delk, Justin Gratz, Runsi Patro, 
and Quintin Burkhamer. Third place went to  Joshua 
Harkness, Cynthia Spray, Matt Eisner, and Kyle 
Lansing.

Closest to the Pin contest winners included Adam 
Hasner of the Geo Group, Inc. and Runsi Patro of 
J.P. Morgan Private Bank. 

Winners of the men's and women's Longest Drive 
competition respectively were Florida Atlantic MBA 
in Sport Management's Trent Jones and Florida 
Power & Lights' Raegan Reeves.
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Golf Classic 2024
THANK YOU SPONSORS!
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Dean Daniel Gropper, George W. Schaeffer, Florida Atlantic President Stacy Volnick 

Honoree selection

The College of Business hosted its 30th “Business Leader of the Year” breakfast to 
honor the accomplishments of George W. Schaeffer, founder of OPI Products and 
CEO of People’s Trust Insurance.  

Since 1991, the Business Leader of the Year award has celebrated the legacies of 
outstanding business leaders in the Southeast region of Florida and the state. 
Past recipients include Keith Koenig, Patrick Geraghty, Rick and Rita Case, 
Jordan Zimmerman, Jim Moran, Carl DeSantis, Alan Levan and 
former Florida Gov.  Jeb Bush.

BUSINESS LEADER  
OF THE YEAR
Honoring
George W. Schaeffer
President and CEO 

People’s Trust Insurance

30TH Annual
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BUSINESS LEADER OF THE YEAR

THANK SPONSORS
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Senior John Thomerson 
graduates with $56,000 in non-
diluted funding for his patent 
pending pet health care venture, 
Potty Pal, along with a broad 
networking base fostered by 
the years he has spent in Florida 
Atlantic’s entrepreneurial 
ecosystem. Potty Pal is inspired 
by his terrier, Daisy, who suffered 
from hind-quarters paralysis.

EDUCATE – ENCOURAGE – EMPOWER

Alumnus Joseph Watson ’24, 
now an MBA student, also won 
the Rising Star Award at the 2024 
eMerge conference in Miami. 
Currently interning at a tech 
startup in New York City, Watson 
reflects, “I know where I can go in 
five years because I’ve been able 
to work with companies and have 
a blueprint of how to start.”

eMerge Americas, the global 
tech conference and expo, was 
founded by influential South 
Florida leader, innovator and 
College of Business alumnus 
Manuel Medina ’74.   
The 10th annual event in Miami 
Beach, Florida showcased 
technological innovation and 
commitment to entrepreneurship 
in the South Florida tech industry. 
 
Business leaders and educators 
along with industry innovators 
and emerging entrepreneurs 
engaged in workshops, exhibits 
and speeches on the latest in 
trends and technologies.

Deans Daniel Gropper, Curtis Whitehair,  
Stella Batalama 

Jonh Carpenter,  Manana Argvliani, Manny Medina, 
Joshua Harkness, Kevin Cox

Vivian Yu, a junior in Florida 
Atlantic’s Dorothy F. Schmidt 
College of Arts and Letters, is 
pursuing entrepreneurship as a 
minor to sharpen her business 
skills as a future architect. “You 
can have an amazing product, 
but the venture won’t go 
anywhere if you don’t know how 
to pitch it,” said Yu. 

eMerge Americas 

YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS 

We areEntrepreneursEntrepreneurs
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Alex Schulze & Andrew Cooper  | 4OCEAN

Kyle Lansing | STRAWFISH

Hannah Herbst | BEACON/AUTOTQ

OUR ALUMNI MAKING WAVES
SIX FORBES 30 UNDER 30

Arielle Baril | RIELLI Swimwear

Jan Bednar | SHIPMONK
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FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP RESEARCH 
RANKED AMONG TOP TEN 
GLOBALLY 
 
According to a new ranking from Texas Christian 
University, the college jumped 49 spots in the 
rankings calculated by the TCU Global University 
Research Productivity report, ranking number 10, 
up from 59 last year.

DISTINGUISHED 
RESEARCHER AWARD 
FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP   
Dr. Kevin Cox, Director of the Adam’s Center for 
Entrepreneurship was recognized for his work in 
entrepreneurship. Cox’s work with and for the companies 
and entrepreneurs who have succeeded through 
Florida Atlantic's Tech Runway and Global Ventures is 
immeasurable. The Adams Center, Tech Runway and 
Florida Atlantic Wave share 115+ mentors, creating a 
highly successful entrepreneur mentorship ecosystem at 
Florida Atlantic.

ADAM’S CENTER CO-HOSTS 
BOCA RATON SHRIMPTANK 
PODCAST  
The weekly podcast sponsored by the Adam’s 
Center and co-hosted by Kevin Cox and Jason 
Hill of Client Focused Advisors of Boca Raton is 
recorded live in the College of Business podcast 
studio. ShrimpTank boasts over 320 interviews 
with entrepreneurs in South Florida, many of them 
with connections to Florida Atlantic.  Listeners and 
viewers can access the podcast in real time on 
Facebook Live and LinkedIn Live! 

EDUCATING & EMPOWERINGEDUCATING & EMPOWERING
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ASPIRING ENTREPRENEURS WIN BIG AT FLORIDA 
ATLANTIC’S BUSINESS PITCH COMPETITION

The Barracks Legend Foundation, 
a nonprofit organization aimed at 

helping veterans with PTSD and traumatic 
brain injuries, won first place in the veteran track.

FUTURE ENTREPRENEURSFUTURE ENTREPRENEURS

Mónica Zuluaga, Maria Jacobo (Instructor), Nancy Moreno,  
Jennifer Granger (Coordinator)

Noor Habona and Abigail Sinu Angelo Martinez, Founder & CEO and Duke, Chief Nap Officer

STUDENT TRACK

A device that uncovers health 
conditions and a sustainable 
bracelet company were among 
the winners at Florida Atlantic 
University’s 16th annual  
Business Pitch Competition 
 
NanoSense, a company founded by Florida 
Atlantic University High School  
dual-enrollees Noor Habona and  
Abigail Sinu, won first place in the  
student track.  

Their device uses compounds in 
people’s breath to detect possible 
medical conditions such as lung 
cancer, tumors and asthma.  
 
The pair also won 1st place at the 
Florida Venture Forum statewide collegiate 
pitch competition.

SPANISH-LANGUAGE 
TRACK 
 
Family-owned food company Pa’ Picar & 
Llevar from Monica Zuluaga and Nancy 
Moreno won first place in the Spanish 
language track

VETERAN TRACK
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CrocTank, a first-of-its-kind live business pitch 
event sponsored by Noble Capital Markets, 
brought together venture capitalist Kevin 
O’Leary, FUBU apparel founder Daymond 
John, and cyber-tech giant Robert Herjavec to 
hear pitches by Florida Atlantic entrepreneurs. 

THE SHARKS AT      FLORIDA ATLANTIC

information tech mogul  
Robert Herjavec

“mr. wonderful”  
Kevin O’Leary

fubu founder  
Daymond John

“We are proud of the innovation 
demonstrated in our Florida Atlantic 
community’s pitches. It shows the strength 
of our entrepreneurial ecosystem at Florida 
Atlantic where we are all working to support 
our people in the pursuit of their individual 
versions of the American dream.”

~Dean Daniel Gropper, Ph.D.
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In CrocTank, four contestants, chosen from the 
Florida Atlantic entrepreneurial ecosystem, 
pitched live to the judges from ABC’s show 
“Shark Tank” for the chance to win investment 
money from one of the “Sharks.” Kevin O’Leary 
offered $250,000 for a 20% share of EpiPaws, a 
genetic testing company that allows owners to 
learn the age and more about their animals. 

THE SHARKS AT      FLORIDA ATLANTIC

Tim Sperry - CarbonLimit / CaptureCrete
- a product added to concrete that reduces CO2 pollution

Kaustubh Kale - HEMOTAG 
- a non-invasive heart health monitor

Andria Beal, Ph.D. - EpiPaws
- a genetic test giving pet owners information about their animals

Hannah Herbst - AutoTQ 
- an automated tourniquet to stop blood loss
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Bilgihan worked with the University of La Laguna to study 
sustainable tourism development for the largest Canary Island, 
Tenerife, as the island currently lacks the adequate infrastructure 
to deal with the influx of tourists coming each year.

Dr. Pinsker is 
ranked #1 globally 
in Accounting 
Information Systems 
Archival Research 
for the last 6 years 
and second for the 
last 12 years.

Dr. Boudreaux is 
ranked #5 in Florida for 
economic research in 
the last 10 years and top 
10% of #75 all authors 
in entrepreneurship 
research. 
(Source: REPEC)

Fullbright - U.S. Scholar (Spain)

World’s Most Cited Researchers
Five College of Business Professors are among 53 from Florida Atlantic University to make 
Stanford University’s database of the world’s most cited researchers. The remaining 49 are 
mostly from the sciences.

Douglas Cumming, Ph.D.
23,500+ CITATIONS

FACULT Y RESEARCH

Siri Terjesen, Ph.D.
15,500+ CITATIONS

Rebel Cole Ph.D.
12,000+ CITATIONS

Tamara Dinev, Ph.D.
11,000+ CITATIONS

Anil Bilgihan, Ph.D.
11,000+ CITATIONS

Robert Pinsker, Ph.D. Christopher Boudreaux, Ph.D. 
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SCHOLAR OF THE YEAR AWARDS

NEW DEPARTMENT CHAIRS

Excellence in 
Service Award 
Rosemond Desir, Ph.D., received an award from the 
American Accounting Association in recognition of 
his outstanding service.

Hong Yuan, Ph.D. 
Marketing

Anita Pennathur, Ph.D. 
Finance

Ethlyn Williams, Ph.D. 
Management

RECOGNITIONS

Rosemond Desir, Ph.D. 

Melanie Lorenz, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor 
College of Business  

Neeraj Puro, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor 

University & College of Business
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GIFTS & SCHOLARSHIPS GIFTS & SCHOLARSHIPS 

Seymour 
Feldstein 
The Miriam 
and Seymour 
Feldstein 
Endowed 
Scholarship 
Fund

$$808K808K

The Harry T 
Mangurian Jr. 
Foundation 
Inc. 
Continued 
support for 
Phil Smith 
Center and 
SFC 109 
Classroom 
Naming

$$300K300K

People’s Trust 
Insurance 
Business 
Leader of the 
Year (George 
Schaeffer)

$$100K100K

The College of Business  
raised 
 

from 64 donors 
in 24 hours 

$$10,842K10,842K

TBC Study 
Room and 
Community 
Partnership

$$100K100K

Barbara 
Roti  
Dean’s 
Excellence 
Fund

$$53K53K

David W. 
Matte 
Scholarship 
Student 
Scholarship 
Support

$$25K25K

Mary Ann 
& Richard 
Cook Study 
Abroad Fund  
Scholarships 
Programs 

$$20K20K
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FACULT Y GRANTSFACULT Y GRANTS

Health Administration research grant from the NIH to study the use 
of electronic health records in underserved communities.

Adam's Center for Entrepreneurship grant for 2024 - 2025 by Veterans Florida 
for Veterans Florida Entrepreneurship Program. 

Mortimer J. Adler Fellowship grant (Charles Koch Foundation)

Economics, Florida Council of Economic Education, 
Delivering Financial and Economic Education Partnership

Grants awarded from the U.S. Department of Agriculture and 
from Club Management Association of America.

Economics, National Parks Conversation Association, 
National Parks Project, Everglades Restoration Survey

Grant awarded by the Marketing 
Science Institute

$437.3K$437.3K

$75.5K/89.5K$75.5K/89.5K

$75K$75K

$20K$20K

$10K$10K

$8.4K$8.4K

$5K$5K

Pierre Alexandre, Ph.D.  
Judith Monestime, Ph.D.

Kevin Cox, Ph.D.

 Michael Ryall, Ph.D.

William Bosshardt, Ph.D.

Soyoung Park, Ph.D. 

Monica Escaleras, Ph.D.

Gia Nardini, Ph.D.
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHTS

Pablo E. Paez obtained his 
Bachelor of Science in Finance 
and Real Estate and Master 
of Business Administration 
(MBA) from Florida Atlantic 
University, where he served as 
Student Body President. 

He is currently a member 
of the University’s Board of 
Trustees and received the 
Florida Atlantic Distinguished 
Alumni Award for the College 
of Business in 2024.  
Mr. Paez serves as the 
Executive Vice President of 
Corporate Relations for GEO, 

is responsible for the oversight 
of GEO’s investor relations, 
external communications, 
media relations, and 
community engagement. 

Mr. Paez also serves as the 
Executive Director of The 
GEO Group Foundation and is 
responsible for the oversight 
of The GEO Group’s charitable 
donations and community 
involvement.  Additionally, Mr. 
Paez serves as Chairman of 

The GEO Group’s employee-
funded Political Action 
Committee (GEO-PAC). 

Mr. Paez married his Florida 
Atlantic Sweetheart, Veronica, 
and they reside in West Palm 
Beach with their two children, 
Adriana and Pablo Jr. In 
addition to following Florida 
Atlantic’s sports teams, he 
enjoys watching professional 
soccer and Formula 1 racing.

Hall of Fame & 
Distinguished Alumni 

Pablo Paez, M.B.A ’03, ’08

College of Business Dean Daniel Gropper, President’s Medallion Recipient Pablo Paez 
and Florida Atlantic University President, Stacy Volnick.
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Florida Atlantic alumnus and one of the 
longest serving faculty members at the 
University, Professor Emeritus Eric Shaw, 
Ph.D., ‘72, ‘73, has dedicated his life to 
teaching, research and service at his alma 
mater. Inspiring future generations to follow 
in his footsteps, Shaw’s estate gift pledge of 
more than $2 million in 2021 benefits athletics, 
business, arts and letters, and other university 
programs. This gift also designates Shaw as 
the largest Florida Atlantic faculty or staff 
donor in the university’s history, after former 
Assistant Professor Dick Schmidt ’71. 

“My 50 years at Florida Atlantic, first as an 
undergraduate student and now as emeritus 
professor, make me feel like I’ve grown up 
with the university,” said Shaw.  
“I am forever grateful to Florida Atlantic for 
providing me an excellent education, terrific 
mentors and talented colleagues to work with, 
exceptional students with bright eager minds 
to share knowledge, and offering me so many 
opportunities for personal and professional 
growth. It is a privilege and my great pleasure 
to give back by making a small contribution to 
this great university.”

Emeritus Professor of Marketing 
and Alumnus ‘72, ‘73

Eric Shaw, Ph.D.

Donates $2 Million to University
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Senator Gramm, who earned his Ph.D. 
in economics, spoke on his economic 
research on income inequality in the 
United States. Over 200 students 
in Dr. Monica Escaleras’ Principles 
of Macroeconomics course learned 
about his career in the Senate as 
well as his data findings related to 
inequality in America.

Former OWL Jorge Jraissati, a 
native of Venezuela, has made it 
his mission to alert students and 
policymakers alike to the pitfalls 
associated with socialist policies. 
200+ students, community members, 
and local journalists listened to 
Jorge’s experience under a socialist 
government as well as insights from 
his recent work on the threat  
de-banking poses for individual 
liberties.

Governor Branstad was presented the 
award for outstanding entrepreneurial 
leaders by Associate Dean Siri 
Terjesen: “Branstad is truly one of the 
greatest statesmen in United States 
history. We were pleased to hear the 
many engaging stories of his service 
in Iowa and China based on excellent 
questions from students in the class.”

From Capitol Hill to the Classroom: 
Senator Phil Gramm lectured on 
“The Myth of American Inequality”

Director of Alumni for Liberty, 
Researcher at IESE Business School 
Shared on “The Benefits 
of Economic Freedom”

Florida Atlantic College of Business 
Honors Former Ambassador for 
Entrepreneurial Leadership

Senator Phil Gramm

Jorge Jraissati

Governor 
Terry Branstad

P H I L  S M I T H  C EN T ER  FOR FREE ENTERPRISE
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Nicolás Cachanosky

VISITING SPEAKERS

Economist Nicholas Cachanosky, 
Ph.D. discussed “Dollarization in 
Argentina”

THE REAGAN RANCH 
CENTER

We were pleased to host economist 
Nicolas Cachanosky at the College 
of Business. Nicholas delivered 
an insightful talk, “Dollarization 
in Argentina,” on Javier Milei’s 
economic reforms in Argentina.

Florida Atlantic business students 
attended the Road to Freedom 
conference in Santa Barbara, 
California exploring economic policy, 
entrepreneurship and President 
Reagan’s Ranch, connecting economic 
theories with real-world insights.
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Petr Sramek Dr Makoto Kuro-o Andre WatsonDr Jose Navarro Leonardo Ferreira, Jeff Madden 

2ND ANNUAL 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP, 
LONGEVITY, AND BIOTECH 
CONFERENCE

Daniel Gropper, Dean, Florida Atlantic University, College of Business, Dr. Siri Terjesen, Phil Smith 
Professor, Associate Dean of Research and External Relations, Executive Director, Madden Center  
for Value Creation at Florida Atlantic University and Jeff Madden, CEO, ADvantage Therapeutics, 
Inc. welcomed over 150 attendees to their recent conference in Boca Raton, Florida.   

The Madden Center for Value Creation hosted its second annual Entrepreneurship, Longevity, 
and Biotech Conference on Friday and Saturday, February 9-10, 2024 at Florida Atlantic’s College of 
Business Scmidt Family Complex, Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton. World-renowned speakers 
shared their insights regarding the significant impact of the biotech industry with attendees. 

Conference participants discussed topics from investing in longevity to the science of startups.  

Siri Terjesen, Marianna Davidovich, Daniel Gropper, Bartley J. Madden, 
Maricela Madden Conference World-Renowned Speakers
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FLORIDA ATLANTIC’S 
BOCA FINANCE AND 
REAL ESTATE CONFERENCE

Florida Atlantic’s Boca Finance and Real 
Estate Conference, December 12 -13, 2024 
featured the theme: “Interest-Rate Risk and 
its Impact on Banking and Real Estate.”  
 
The unprecedented increase in interest rates 
orchestrated by the Federal Reserve Board 
during 2022 – 2023 has profoundly affected 
the values of long-duration securities as well 
as the values of fixed-rate mortgages and 
commercial real estate. 

The conference offered an interdisciplinary 
forum to gain feedback on timely working 
papers from scholars in the accounting, 
economics, finance, and real estate 
disciplines. 

Additional academic sessions discussed 
finance, real estate and ESG, two keynote 
speeches, a “Meet the Editors” panel, and 
three panel discussions focused on issues 
affecting commercial real estate.

Dean Daniel Gropper, Bartley J. Madden, Siri Terjesen, Anita Pennathur, 
Boca Raton Mayor Scott Singer, Rebel Cole

David Feldman, Michael LaCour, Brandon Cline, Tina Yang, 
Luis Garcia-Feijoo  

Tina Yang, Tilan Tang

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  •  2 0 2 4

F L O R I D A  A T L A N T I C  |  C O L L E G E  O F  B U S I N E S S F L O R I D A  A T L A N T I C   |  C O L L E G E  O F  B U S I N E S S

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  •  2 0 2 4



42 
College of Business 
employees recognized 
at the 2024 University 
Service Awards.

555 
years of combined 
work experience and 
dedication to the College 
and Florida Atlantic.   

Michaela Smolka 
Excellence and 
Innovation in Advising 
Award

Assistant Director of 
Traditional Business 
Graduate Programs 

with the College of 
Business, Michaela 
has been chosen 
as the University’s 
award recipent of the 
2024 Excellence and 
Innovation in Advising 
Award.

Neeraj Puro 
Scholar of the Year

Assistant Professor, 
Management/Health 
Administration, Neeraj 
has been recognized 
for his outstanding 

performance and 
chosen to receive the 
Scholar of the Year 
Award at the Assistant 
Professor level for 
Scholarly and Creative 
Activities. 

2024
UNIVERSITY AWARDS
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FLORIDA ATLANTIC TAILGATE 

• 	   Florida 
Atlantic

• 	 ARMY

Owl pride shows 
on game days 

for students, 
alumni, faculty, 
family & friends

Florida 
Atlantic
hosted 

alumni and  
400+ Army fans 

and family for the 
Florida Atlantic
vs. Army game. 
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OUR COLLEGE EVENTSOUR COLLEGE EVENTS

100 
STUDENTS 
PARTICIPATED 

ACCOUNTING ACCOUNTING 
KICKOFF 2024KICKOFF 2024

17 
 SPONSORING
 FIRMS
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FBARSFBARS  
THE FLORIDTHE FLORIDAA    
BEHAVIORAL  BEHAVIORAL  
ACCOUNTING  ACCOUNTING  
RESEARCH  RESEARCH  
SYMPOSIUMSYMPOSIUM

HEALTH HEALTH 
ADMINISTRATION ADMINISTRATION 
CASE  CASE  
COMPETITIONCOMPETITION  
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F L O R I DA  AT L A N T I C  U N I V E R S I T Y

EXECUTIVE EDUCATION 

GLOBALLY 
RECOGNIZED 

RANKED NO. 2 IN THE U.S.
FOR THE SECOND YEAR IN A ROW

Florida Atlantic University’s 
College of Business Executive 
Education ranked No. 2 in the 
U.S. for the second consecutive 
year in the Financial Times’ top 
global rankings, and No. 1 in 
Florida for open enrollment 
professional education 
programs. The program, 
offering over 60 national and 
international certifications, 
also ranked No. 1 in the U.S. 
and No. 3 globally for female 
participation with high scores 
in overall satisfaction, course 
design, and teaching methods 
  
Executive Education caters to 
professionals across industries— 
from healthcare, finance, 
accounting and more-- with 
participants from companies 
global and national companies 
like American Express, JP 
Morgan, United Healthcare, 

JM Family Enterprises and 
NextEra Energy. 
  
Along with cutting edge 
courses on business analytics 
and AI,  corporate trainings and 
events, Florida Atlantic recently 
added new master’s programs 
in information technology 
management, supply chain 
management, and business 
analytics. Our executive Ph.D. in 
business administration is one 
of the few AACSB-accredited 
business schools to offer this 
degree in the U.S.  
  
This recognition by Financial 
Times underscores Florida 
Atlantic’s role as a key provider 
of professional development, 
particularly as Palm Beach 
County emerges as a financial 
hub.

#1#1
#2#2

2024  RANKING

EXECUTIVE
EDUCATION
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D E A N ’ S  A D V I S O R Y  B O A R D
C O L L E G E  O F  B U S I N E S S

Adam Hasner* 
Executive Vice President 

of Business Development 
The GEO Group, Inc. 

*Appointed President of Florida Atlantic 
March 2025

Former VP of Sales & Marketing 
Ford Motor Company

Frank Veros
Managing Partner 

Northwestern Mutual 
The Striano Financial Group

Pete Striano

Chief Marketing Officer 
People’s Trust Insurance

Amy Rosen

Director of Human Resources 
Memorial Healthcare System

Janet Wincko
Vice President of Woodforest Wealth 

Strategies Raymond James 
Financial Services

Peter Anderson

Co-owner & Chief Executive Officer 
Mayvin, Inc.

Lisa Rosenthal
Chief Executive Officer 

Polen Capital

Stan Moss
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Chief Executive Officer 
& President 

SBA Communications Corporation

Brendan T. Cavanagh
Vice President & Head 

of Origination 
NextEra Energy, Inc.

Michael DeBock
 General Counsel 

Kelley Kronenberg

Tom Mersch
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