Policy for Determining the Acquisition of Secondary Data
Research Advocacy Committee

College of Business

Objective:  To provide a common policy to guide decisions regarding the acquisition of archival data in support of the College of Business’s research mission.
Criteria:  Requests for the purchase of archival data will be evaluated based on the projected use of the data / research question to be addressed, number of faculty members / PhD students / departments who would use the data, annual cost, whether or not the license is recurring, ease of accessing the data, overlap with existing data, and other researchers / universities using the data. 
Procedure:  Faculty members who request the College to purchase additional archival data for their research must submit a written proposal to the Associate Dean responsible for Research (or designee).  Complete proposals will include the following:

· Description of the data including coverage in terms of firms/observations and years, variables included, cost, and vendor contact information

· Whether the data represents a one-time acquisition or will be a recurring license
· How the data will be accessed and where the data will reside
· Why our existing data is inadequate

· Statement of the research question(s) for which the data is being requested

· Faculty members / department that would be candidates to use the data

· Supporting statements from other faculty / PhD students that plan on using the data (including how the data would be used)

· Examples of other published research that use the data

· Examples of other universities that subscribe to the data

Incomplete proposals will not be considered.
